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Industries change…but human nature remains. 
 
Sitting here thinking about the future, I ran across this article in the Na-
tional Locksmith that helped me look at the future and confirmed my 
thoughts about the need for more training. If you have read this article be-
fore in the past, maybe it will encourage you also to take a look at your 
future again. 
 
The article confirmed the fact that the locksmith industry has transformed 
many times in the last 50 years. But what industry hasn’t? We still have 
plenty locksmith shops that still exist but research shows us over the last 
10 to 15 years there are fewer than years past. We have more mobile ser-
vice trucks now in the field now, but technology is cutting out lockpicking 
with the smartkeys and different products that prevent picking. We have 
been forced to become parts replacement technicians, or codesmiths, be-
cause we don’t have the knowledge to keep up with the changing technol-
ogy. 
     
I know some will disagree and are satisfied with the way things are, but 
you can’t deny things are changing, but along with the change new oppor-
tunities have come along also. 
     
As the subject states time brings about changes, but human nature stays 
the same. We will always need to secure our homes, vehicles, and busi-
nesses, so we need to stay abreast with the changes whether it be in 
seminars by the distributors or manufacturers, classes with ALOA, or from 
training manuals from locksmith magazines, the information we need to 
remain profitable is available. So let’s not be put out of business because 
of lack of knowledge, but look at our future and take advantage of the 
training opportunities made available to us now. Thanks for listening. 
      

     President 
     John L. Brown Sr. 

The President’s Message 

In This Issue: 
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Meeting News 

Top News from the Board 

The July RMLA meeting brought Ryan Cofer from Mastercraft Truck Equipment, to 
share new products for locksmiths and the service industry in general. “Thank you” 
Ryan.  It’s always a pleasure to have you visit. 

 

The CSCLA may be promoting a “Small Format / Large Format” interchangeable 
core class with William Link as the instructor.  Look for updates on this class in the 
near future. 

 

The Board is considering a “meet and greet” at an upcoming RMLA meeting, to 
give people that are interested in learning the locksmith trade an opportunity to 
visit with people that are active in the trade.  The October RMLA meeting has been 
mentioned but the date has not been set as of this writing. 

 

Members will be receiving their yearly, no cost death insurance from American In-
come Life.  All you have to do is return the pink card, signed and dated.  There are 
no further obligations.  It may help your family if the unfortunate may happen.  

 

Don’t forget the August RMLA meeting.  This is “tips and tricks” month and there is 
ALWAYS interesting new methods to learn and make your life easier.  If you have a 
tip or trick to share, that’s even better.  We hope to see you there!  

Business  

Meetings: 

January, April, 

July, and  

October 

 

Educational 

Meetings:  

February, May, 

June, August, 

September, and 

November 

 

Induction  

Meeting:  

March 

 

Christmas Party: 

December 

Got some “Sunshine” for the  
Rockey Press?  
Please send the  
editor an email at  

rmlapress@gmail.com  
by the 20th of the month.   

 
Does not have to be just health; 

how about a compliment, a  
community honor, etc.? 

Birthdays 

 

Sandra Harmon, 8/14 

Jennine Rose, 8/22 
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 Tricks and Humor of the Trade 

Tricks of the Trade 

Professional Locksmith Secrets Revealed 

BRING YOUR TRICKS OF THE TRADE TO THE AUGUST MEETING AND WIN A PRIZE!!!!!!!! 

New Twist on an Old Trick 

I’m sure most of you are familiar with the idea of using a plastic sleeve to protect vehi-

cle surfaces from getting scratched when inserting an opening tool. 

Like many locksmiths, I make my own out of 2 liter bottles. But here’s the new part to 

an old trick. For the longest time, I could not figure out how to get a locked storm door 

with no key in the handle open. Many times customers would say: “The back door is 

unlocked, or only has one lock on it, but the storm door is locked!” 

Now I use the plastic sleeve to help unlock the doors. I start the process by inserting 

the sleeve at the bottom of the door, between the jamb and the door and work the 

sleeve upwards until it contacts the mechanism, manipulate the sleeve around the 

latch- depress the latch and pull the door open. 

Larry Bors, Oklahoma 

Easier Shimming and Lock Decoding 

I’ve found that it is much easier to shim such locks (those with serrated pins) by using a 

set of depth keys to control the pin heights. Shimming a lock with depth keys is very 

easy and requires almost no practice. 

Starting from the back of the lock, insert each depth key so that its tip cut is under the 

pin in question, and attempt to advance the shim. If the shim won’t advance, try the 

next depth key. When the correct depth key is found, the shim will advance and you 

can move on to the next pin toward the front of the lock. If you want to ensure that 

any master pins always end up trapped in the plug, start with the deepest cut depth 

key at each pin position. 

This technique has the added virtue of decoding the lock as it is being shimmed; sim-

ply keep track of which depth keys allowed the shim to advance at each pin position. 

If the lock is being decoded to produce a key, there is no need to further disassemble 

the lock or measure the pins. 

Of course, this procedure only works on locks that have standard heights that corre-

spond to your depth keys. 

Matt Blaze, New Jersey 

Roll Pin Removal Tool 

Over the years I’ve found that getting those pesky roll pins out of automotive ignition 

locks has often been a chore. Well, no longer! 

I used an ice pick, ground off the end to a 90 degree angle with a fine grinding wheel, 

so that the edge of the flat is very sharp. This tool works great for driving the solid roll 

pins out of the lock housing. 

The hollow roll pins are a little more difficult, but the sharp edges of the flat of the 

ground off portion, bite well into the edges of the roll pin to grip it when driving it out of 

the housing. A fine whetstone keeps the edge on the tool. 

I keep three of these roll pin removal tools in my van. Each one is broken off at a differ-

ent thickness along the blade so that I have a tool that will extract virtually any size roll 

pin. 

     J.W. Ritchie, Texas 
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 Tricks and Humor of the Trade 

Little Bit of Humor  

 

Papa Bear and Baby Bear went into the kitchen for breakfast one morn-

ing.  

“Someone’s eaten my porridge!” wailed Baby Bear.  

“And someone has eaten my porridge,” grumbled Papa Bear.  

“You morons!” yelled Mama Bear. “I haven’t even made the stuff yet.” 

 

Two vampire bats are hanging in a tree just before dawn, when one says 

to the other, “Did you hear that? My belly just rumbled. I’ve gotta get 

some food.”  

His pal tells him that it is far too dangerous as the sun will be up soon, but 

he promises to be quick, and takes off. Within a minute, he’s back on the 

branch, blood dripping from his mouth. 

 “That was quick, where did you go?” asks his pal in astonishment. 

 “Well, see that tree over there?” 

 “Yeah.” 

 “Well, I didn’t.” 

 

A police officer pulls over this guy who had been weaving in and out of 

the lanes. He goes up to the guy’s window and says, “Sir I need you to 

blow into this breathalyzer tube.” 

The man says, “Sorry officer, I can’t do that. I am an asthmatic. If I do that 

I’ll have a really bad asthma attack.” 

“OK, fine. I need you to give a blood sample.” 

“I can’t do that either. I am a hemophiliac. If I do that, I’ll bleed to death.” 

“Well, then we need a urine sample.” 

“I’m sorry, officer, no can do. I’m also a diabetic. If I do that I’ll get really 

low blood sugar.” 

“Okay then. I need you to come out here and walk this white line.” 

“I can’t do that, officer.” 

“Why not?” 

“Because I’m drunk.” 

 

 

I really hope these put a smile on your face. Humor is hard to find nowa-

days. If you have a funny one email it to me so we can include it in the 

Newsletter. Thanks 
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Associate Members  (Listed in Alphabetical Order) 

  

 
 

 

  

   

  

 

We would like to ask our Associate Members to use the ad space to  

promote your sells for the months ahead. You do have a year free of 

charge to tell about education classes and after that place an ad to tell the 

membership about your product specials. It will move inventory and put 

money in your pockets. Thanks. 

CLAIRE H. CUSICK CO., INC. 
BILL CUSICK 

KENDY CUSICK-RINDONE, CSI, CCPR 
6086 SOUTH FILBERT COURT      LITTLETON, COLORADO  80121 

PHONE:  303-771-0152 ** FAX:  303-771-3243  

Email:  ccusickco@aol.com 

 
 

PROUDLY REPRESENTS: 

 
ABUS   KABA ILCO & ADVANCED DIAGNOSTICS 

AIR LOUVERS  SDC: Security Door Controls 

DETEX (Exit Devices & Operators) SELECT PRODUCTS 

DON-JO MFG., INC  TELKEE, INC 

      

http://www.imlss.com/
http://www.mastercrafttruck.com/
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Classifieds and Board Members 

Meet the Rocky Mountain Locksmiths’ Association 

The Officers 

President 

John L. Brown, Sr. 

Busy Bee Lock and Key 

303-877-7959 

 

Secretary 

Dave Green 

Integrity Lock & Key 

303-423-3230 

 

Sergeant at Arms 

William “Bill” Rosell 

303-255-2211 

 

Vice President 

Ken Kenworthy 

Ken’s Lock and Key 

303-913-4038 

 

Director 

Barry Meyer 

ALSI, Inc 

303-550-5625 

 

Treasurer 

Kent A. Smith, CML 

Premier Security 

303-347-8770 

For Sale! 

Smaller Tann Vault TL-15 safe. 

Outside dimensions are 25” tall, 24 5/8” wide, 1 

3/4” deep.  

Inside dimensions are 19” tall, 18” wide, 17” 

deep.  

One shelf, S & G 6120 E Lock. 

Estimated weight of 650 lbs. 

As is $450 or make an offer.  

Contact John Todd at 303-730-8525 for more 

information or if interested. 

USE YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS 

NRA Basic Pistol Instructor 

Basic Pistol certificate for  

 Colorado Concealed  Carry Permit 

Regularly $100.00 RMLA members—$75.00 

 

For Classes Location, Dates, and Times and to RSVP 

Contact RMLA Member: John Duran  

Phone # 720/663-7674 

E-mail: john@rockymountainsecuritygroup.com.  
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The Rockey Press, 
Official Newsletter of  
The Rocky Mountain 
Locksmiths’ Association 

P.O. Box 2045 
Littleton, CO 80161-2045 

Classified Ad Rates 

 
 10 Lines Maximum  Members FREE 

     Non-members  $7.50 

 

 1/4 page    $25.00 per month 

 1/2 page    $30.00 per month 

 Full page    $50.00 per month 
 Second ad    50% off per month 

 Third ad    75% off per month 

 

Associate Members may run one full page ad or the equivalent per year FREE of charge.  

Educational ads or announcements are FREE of charge. 

Publication deadline is the 15th of the month prior to print. 

 

Please direct all ads, announcements, corrections, and address changes to: 

rmlapress@gmail.com  

 

The Rockey Press 

Membership Round-Up 

Recruit a New Member! 

Your Opinion Counts! 
The Executive Board wants to do everything possible to make the RMLA a valuable tool for you. To 

do this, we need to know what you would like to see at education meetings or in The Rockey Press. 

Please take time to express your ideas and comments to us in writing, by phone, or in person. 
 

Rocky Mountain Locksmiths’ Association Code of Ethics 

It is the duty of each member to perpetuate and advance the dignity of locksmiths and locksmith trade through 

the fairest possible dealings with all person, be they fellow locksmiths, clients, or other persons. 
 

Disclaimer 

The Rockey Press is the official publication of the Rocky Mountain Locksmiths’ Association. Other lock-
smith organizations may use or copy The Rockey Press (except text taken from other copyrighted pub-

lications) without prior consent, provided it is used to better the Locksmith Industry and proper 
credit is given. We reserve the right to edit articles for clarity and space, and all contributions remain 

the property of The Rocky Mountain Locksmiths’ Association. 

 

Membership Round-Up 
Whom will you sponsor this year as a member for RMLA? Do you know a locksmith that is not a 

member, but should be or would like to be? Ask them to join the Rocky Mountain Locksmiths’ Asso-
ciation. After all, we look forward to having other distinguished locksmiths among our ranks. We can 

all learn from those around us and new faces may mean new ideas. 

Public Relations 

*OPEN 

 

Education 

*David Ayers, CRL. 303.466.1841 

Chuck Haas CML,  

John Todd CML CMST, 

 

Membership 

*OPEN 

 

Finance 

*Kent A. Smith CML 303.347.8770 

 

Audit  

*OPEN 

 

Parliamentary 

Open 

 

Nominating 

(2) Directors 

 

Finance filter Committee 

Kent Smith, CML 

 

Christmas Party 

*OPEN 

 

Harmon Scholarship 

Kent Smith, CML  

 

Historical 

Open 
 
 

Reception/Induction/Awards 

(Open) 

 

Newsletter 

+Alicia Cox 

Sunshine 

Alicia Cox 

Email rmlapress@gmail.com 
 
 

Librarian 

Open 

 

Webmaster 

John Brown, Jr. 

 

Van Contest 

*OPEN 

 

Video / Photography 

John Todd CML CMST,  
 

 

Hall of Fame   

Chandler Glover      303.888.9097 

Committees 
Not all committees are listed.  For more information on RMLA committees, see the RMLA Membership Manual. 

*=Chairperson   += Non Member Volunteer    >=Appointed for Vacancy 

Didn’t receive an 

emailed newsletter? 

Please send your  

correct email address 

to rmlapress@gmail.com. 


