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Here we are, another set of changes in the RMLA officers; the chance to hold a great 

organization together. When I started going to meetings I just wanted to learn as much 

as I could about the locksmith trade. The more meetings I attended, the more I enjoyed 

going to the meetings and meeting all the different men and women that make up the 

RMLA. Soon they were asking me if I wanted to join the Board, of course I do, I want to 

be a part of the RMLA. I learned a lot, especially trying to open the safe belonging to the 

RMLA. I realized the reason I could not open the safe was because I wanted to turn the 

dial clockwise, as most combination locks I have encountered went. It goes with saying, 

maintenance is a tough business. You get called to repair a door or re-key a lock, seems 

it is always different and sometimes you have to call for help. That is why I like the men 

and women that make up the RMLA, never once did they not offer to help a fellow lock-

smith when he needed help. We are not perfect for some reason. Some people pick up 

some things and others pick up on something else. If we work together there is no prob-

lem we cannot solve. 

The world is in the grips of trying to solve a problem, the Coronavirus Disease. This has 

virtually shut us all down. The cost is mind boggling, overloaded hospitals and trillions 

and trillions of dollars. When I think of what we are going through, it makes me think of 

9/11 when the United States stopped for a couple of days in awe, of World Wars I and II, 

of the hardships that our ancestors went through during the Civil War and the Indian and 

Calvary wars. I think of the diseases, like scarlet fever and the Spanish flu, tuberculosis. 

The Great Depression in 1929 and 1930. All these hardships make you wonder how we 

can prevail. It’s the human spirit that has pushed forward and conquered and overcome.  

I was young once and you know life is an interesting roadway. You see, I have no re-

grets. I have a lot of things to be thankful for, especially my children. What a desire for 

life children give you. We want to pass this world to our children better than we found it. I 

want my children to love this country as much as I do. I say with honesty and devotion to 

the cause that we are all going to make it through this crisis better than we were before 

this virus came about. I found out a several times when it gets tough and you cannot find 

the answers, walk away, get some fresh air, then when you come back to the problem, it 

does not seem as overwhelming. 

I want to welcome Josh Regan and John Todd to the Board,  with your help we will take 

the RMLA further down the road. My hope is we can make it a place for all locksmiths 

who join that we give them the information they need to make their jobs easier and help 

them realize they chose a great and rewarding career. We that come to the meetings and 

involve our selves know how enjoyable it is to be with fellow locksmiths and share our 

knowledge. 

     Bill Rosell, President 

The President’s Message 

In This Issue: 
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Meeting News 

Top News from the Board 

The March RMLA meeting included the induction of the Board members for 2020 

and the awards ceremony for those who have contributed to the success of the 

RMLA through the past year.   

 

The new Board members are as follows:  president- Bill Rosell, vice president-John 

Todd,  treasurer-Kent Smith,  secretary-David Green,  Sergeant at arms-Joshua 

Regan,  Director-Barry Meyer.  

 

The award recipients are as follows:  Jarvis Award- Bill Rosell,  Leonard Richmond 

Award- John Todd,  President’s Award- Bill Rosell,  Haas Award- David Ayers,  Haas 

Award- David Green.  Our thanks to all who helped move the Association forward, 

award recipients and otherwise.    Thank you! 

 

New bumper stickers that include our new QR code, the RMLA logo, and the 

quote “Find A Locksmith”, should be available at the next membership meeting.  

 

For the safety of our members, the April 7th, 2020, RMLA meeting has been can-

celed due to the Corona Virus.  Regarding the April RMLA Board meeting, it will be 

held via conference call.  Please stay as safe as possible in this new environment !   

Business  

Meetings: 

January, April, 

July, and  

October 

 

Educational 

Meetings:  

February, May, 

June, August, 

September, and 

November 

 

Induction  

Meeting:  

March 

 

Christmas Party: 

December 

Got some “Sunshine” for the  
Rockey Press?  
Please send the  
editor an email at  

rmlapress@gmail.com  
by the 20th of the month.   

 
Does not have to be just health; 

how about a compliment, a  
community honor, etc.? 

Birthdays 

Dan Busa, 4/6 

John Brown, Sr. 4/24 
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 Tricks and Humor of the Trade 

Tricks of the Trade 

Professional Locksmith Secrets Revealed 
Sticking Door 

Is your door not closing? Do you find you have to pull the door 

harder for it to latch? Or maybe lift up on the door so it latches? The 

problem is a misaligned strike. When a door is closed, the bolts on 

deadbolts and the latches on door knobs go into their respective 

strikes on the door frame. Ideally you want these to match up per-

fectly in both height and depth. When they don’t, the door will not 

close properly. The photo illustrates an example where the bolt and 

the latch are misaligned in height. 

How to fix a misaligned strike? Do not just cut the strike hole bigger all 

willynilly. You don’t want to take off any more metal than necessary 

because removing metal will hurt the strikes integrity.  

Solution: Put lipstick on it. By putting lipstick on the end of the latch or 

bolt that is causing the issue you can mark the exact location that 

the bolt/latch is hitting the strike. Put lipstick on the end of the bolt/

latch. Close the door, lock the deadbolt. Open the door. The lipstick will leave a clearly visible 

mark made from the deadbolt’s bolt on the strike and the door knobs latch on its strike. Now 

you know exactly where you need to remove metal from the strike so the door can easily 

close.  
 
 

Locks That Won’t Pick 

The hardest lesson I've had to learn over the years as an Emergency Mobile Locksmith, who 

does his share of lock picking jobs, is to accept the simple fact that I'm not always going to be 

successful at picking, and that it's nothing to take personally. 

Some locks just won't pick. You may not realize it, but locks have personalities. Some of them 

are just hateful. Some are moody. You  might pick a lock easily one day and have no luck at 

all a week later.   

Okay, I guess the lock is just a lock. But factors come into play that you don't always have con-

trol over. You, for one. Your attitude and  your mood, your level of self assurance, your health 

and your physical stamina...all these factors DO affect how much success you'll have on any 

given lockpick. Not always to the same degree, and there are, of course, locks that are so 

minimally secure that you might not even notice a change from one day to the next. 

But when you deal with locks of tighter tolerances (higher security due to better manufactur-

ing and design), ALL these factors as well as others that have nothing to do with you will come 

into play. 

 

Some of those factors are: 

The condition of the lock. If tumblers are weak due to a lot of use, it affects how well they'll re-

spond to picking. Also, a dirty keyway can completely nix your chances of picking. 

The temperature. On a very cold day, springs react differently to your picking than on a 

warmer day. 

The position of the lock. This is a big one. Picking a lock that was inadvertently or intentionally 

mounted upside down can be one heck of job. Makes you want to stand on your head. The 

best bet is to get in some practice now and then on upside down locks, because it's a whole 

new ball game. 
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 Tricks and Humor of the Trade 

Tricks of the Trade (continued) 

Professional Locksmith Secrets Revealed 
 

If the lock WON'T pick, you can resort to a couple of strategies: 

Try shimming the door, if you're picking a knobset. This, obviously, is not an option when picking 

deadbolts. "Credit carding" a lock doesn't look particularly professional, so use a shim made of 

stainless steel, or a flat piece of plastic that is unmarked. 

Once in a while, you'll be forced to either admit defeat or pull out  the drill motor. Your cus-

tomer may not want you to go to this extreme, so get his or her permission. Drilling a lock plug 

is straightforward and possible in most cases.  
 
 

Basics of access control installation: Things to consider 

System type: It is definitely a crucial factor, where the user is required to carry out full sys-

tem evaluation to ensure that its purpose is derived satisfactorily. For instance, should it 

be an integrated, standalone, cloud-based, mobile based or other types of a personal-

ized solution? 

Objectives: It is necessary to have a very clear purpose to install the access control system, 

based upon the security level that is desired for installation. For example, high valued 

assets such as communication types of equipment, servers, mission-critical data are to 

be taken proper care of at every window, exit and entry point as well as other open-

ings where they might get compromised. 

Devices: A good buyer is one who will select the most appropriate device. In order to se-

lect the most robust and suitable device, it will be necessary to take into consideration 

the professional level evaluation of the capabilities and features of a locking system. 

Authentication type: It is essential to select the most suitable and powerful authentication 

type like key fobs, biometric, keypads, electromagnetic cards, touchscreen, etc. This is 

indeed an important aspect that cannot be neglected or avoided to ensure installa-

tion of good and functional access control system. Bio metric can be used to safe-

guard high-security assets. 

Cost: This is definitely a critical component that needs to be considered during the pur-

chase and installation. Less valuable assets obviously will not need much investment in 

security purpose. But high-value asset security should not be underplayed and invested 

less. It will be wise to be always prudent and take the right decision. 

Technology: The best available technology that suits the access control system should be 

selected based on security objectives and system assessment. Multiple options are pre-

sent to select from with regards to technology like cloud-based access via IoT model, 

wireless or wired connectivity to servers and nodes in Cloud, mobile-based access or 

multiple technology combinations. 
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 Tricks and Humor of the Trade 

Little Bit of Humor  

 

Three Brothers 

My friend Mike and his two brothers, Luke and Bill, aren't exactly the sharpest knives in 

the drawer. Just yesterday afternoon they found themselves stuck at Walmart be-

cause they locked the damn keys in the truck. Of course Mike and Luke spent the bet-

ter part of an hour bickering over whether they should run back into the store and 

grab a coat hanger or to just call for a locksmith. 

 

Finally Bill spoke up and said, "We better think of something quick because it looks like 

rain and the sunroof is open." 

 

 

A husband, wife, and son arrive at the entrance to an English royal palace for an eve-

ning dinner... 

Before each guest enters the palace, a butler formally introduces each family to the 

guests with an announcement. As the family approaches the butler at the entrance, 

the butler asks: 

Butler: “And your family name, sir?” 

Husband: “Bates” 

The butler opens the door and with loud and eloquent speech, announces: 

Butler: “Dear guests, I would like to introduce to you, Mr. and Mrs. Bates, and their son, 

Master Bates.” 

 

A guy is late for an important meeting. 

A guy is late for an important meeting. But he can't find a place to park. In despera-

tion, he begins to pray. "Please Lord, if you help me find a parking stall right now, I 

promise to go to church every Sunday and never drink vodka again!" A moment later, 

he sees a beautiful empty spot right next to the entrance. “Never mind. Found one!” 
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Associate Members  (Listed in Alphabetical Order) 

  

 
 

 

  

   

  

 

We would like to ask our Associate Members to use the ad space to  

promote your sells for the months ahead. You do have a year free of 

charge to tell about education classes and after that place an ad to tell the 

membership about your product specials. It will move inventory and put 

money in your pockets. Thanks. 

CLAIRE H. CUSICK CO., INC. 
BILL CUSICK 

KENDY CUSICK-RINDONE, CSI, CCPR 
6086 SOUTH FILBERT COURT      LITTLETON, COLORADO  80121 

PHONE:  303-771-0152 ** FAX:  303-771-3243  

Email:  ccusickco@aol.com 

 
 

PROUDLY REPRESENTS: 

 
ABUS   KABA ILCO & ADVANCED DIAGNOSTICS 

AIR LOUVERS  SDC: Security Door Controls 

DETEX (Exit Devices & Operators) SELECT PRODUCTS 

DON-JO MFG., INC  TELKEE, INC 

      

Elliott Associates 

251 Violet Street Suite 100 
Golden, CO 80401 
303-429-0133 phone 303-429-0177 fax 

http://www.easales.com 
Factory Reps for: 

 

http://www.imlss.com/
http://www.mastercrafttruck.com/
http://www.idnacme.com/
http://www.easales.com


April 2020           “Securing Our Futures Through Education”©RMLA—THE ROCKEY PRESS              Page 7 

 

Classifieds and Board Members 

Meet the Rocky Mountain Locksmiths’ Association 

The Officers 

President 

William “Bill” Rosell 
303-255-2211 

 

Vice President 

John Todd 

Guardian Angel Lock & Safe 

303-730-8525 
 

Secretary 

Dave Green 

Integrity Lock & Key 

303-423-3230 

Sergeant at Arms 

Josh Regan 
 

Director 

Barry Meyer 

ALSI, Inc 

303-550-5625 

 
Past President/Director 

John L. Brown, Sr. 

Busy Bee Lock and Key 

303-877-7959 

 

Treasurer 

Kent A. Smith, CML 
Premier Security 

303-347-8770 

 

 

For Sale! 

Smaller Tann Vault TL-15 safe. 

Outside dimensions are 25” tall, 24 5/8” wide, 1 

3/4” deep.  

Inside dimensions are 19” tall, 18” wide, 17” 

deep.  

One shelf, S & G 6120 E Lock. 

Estimated weight of 650 lbs. 

As is $450 or make an offer.  

Contact John Todd at 303-730-8525 for more 

information or if interested. 

USE YOUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS 

NRA Basic Pistol Instructor 

Basic Pistol certificate for  

 Colorado Concealed  Carry Permit 

Regularly $100.00 RMLA members—$75.00 

 

For Classes Location, Dates, and Times and to RSVP 

Contact RMLA Member: John Duran  

Phone # 720/663-7674 

E-mail: john@rockymountainsecuritygroup.com.  
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The Rockey Press, 
Official Newsletter of  
The Rocky Mountain 
Locksmiths’ Association 

P.O. Box 2045 
Littleton, CO 80161-2045 

Classified Ad Rates 

 
 10 Lines Maximum  Members FREE 

     Non-members  $7.50 

 

 1/4 page    $25.00 per month 

 1/2 page    $30.00 per month 

 Full page    $50.00 per month 
 Second ad    50% off per month 

 Third ad    75% off per month 

 

Associate Members may run one full page ad or the equivalent per year FREE of charge.  

Educational ads or announcements are FREE of charge. 

Publication deadline is the 15th of the month prior to print. 

 

Please direct all ads, announcements, corrections, and address changes to: 

rmlapress@gmail.com  

 

The Rockey Press 

Membership Round-Up 

Recruit a New Member! 

Your Opinion Counts! 
The Executive Board wants to do everything possible to make the RMLA a valuable tool for you. To 

do this, we need to know what you would like to see at education meetings or in The Rockey Press. 

Please take time to express your ideas and comments to us in writing, by phone, or in person. 
 

Rocky Mountain Locksmiths’ Association Code of Ethics 

It is the duty of each member to perpetuate and advance the dignity of locksmiths and locksmith trade through 

the fairest possible dealings with all person, be they fellow locksmiths, clients, or other persons. 
 

Disclaimer 

The Rockey Press is the official publication of the Rocky Mountain Locksmiths’ Association. Other lock-
smith organizations may use or copy The Rockey Press (except text taken from other copyrighted pub-

lications) without prior consent, provided it is used to better the Locksmith Industry and proper 
credit is given. We reserve the right to edit articles for clarity and space, and all contributions remain 

the property of The Rocky Mountain Locksmiths’ Association. 

 

Membership Round-Up 
Whom will you sponsor this year as a member for RMLA? Do you know a locksmith that is not a 

member, but should be or would like to be? Ask them to join the Rocky Mountain Locksmiths’ Asso-
ciation. After all, we look forward to having other distinguished locksmiths among our ranks. We can 

all learn from those around us and new faces may mean new ideas. 

Public Relations 

*OPEN 

 

Education 

*David Ayers, CRL. 303.466.1841 

Chuck Haas CML,  

John Todd CML CMST, 

 

Membership 

*OPEN 

 

Finance 

*Kent A. Smith CML 303.347.8770 

 

Audit  

*OPEN 

 

Parliamentary 

Open 

 

Nominating 

(2) Directors 

 

Finance filter Committee 

Kent Smith, CML 

 

Christmas Party 

*OPEN 

 

Harmon Scholarship 

Kent Smith, CML  

 

Historical 

Open 
 
 

Reception/Induction/Awards 

(Open) 

 

Newsletter 

+Alicia Cox 

Sunshine 

Alicia Cox 

Email rmlapress@gmail.com 
 
 

Librarian 

Open 

 

Webmaster 

John Brown, Jr. 

 

Van Contest 

*OPEN 

 

Video / Photography 

John Todd CML CMST,  
 

 

Hall of Fame   

Chandler Glover      303.888.9097 

Committees 
Not all committees are listed.  For more information on RMLA committees, see the RMLA Membership Manual. 

*=Chairperson   += Non Member Volunteer    >=Appointed for Vacancy 

Didn’t receive an 

emailed newsletter? 

Please send your  

correct email address 

to rmlapress@gmail.com. 


